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Dear friends, 
What does it take to help a student succeed? That depends on the student. 

For Aliciana, it was a bassoon. Although she was talented enough to receive instruction at the 
Eastman Community Music School, Aliciana knew she needed her own instrument to play the 
bassoon in college – and to audition for that opportunity. REF was able to team up with donors 
in and out of Rochester to purchase a used bassoon for this talented student as she entered 
her senior year. Flash forward to late 2017, and Aliciana is headed to  
Crane school of Music at SUNY Potsdam -- with her bassoon.  

For James, success involved filling out the college financial aid form through one of REF’s 
special FAFSA Fest events, where we provide free help filling out the form.  

For Selam, it was getting the first book she ever owned through our Teachers’ Choice program 
– then reading it to her younger sister.  

Whether REF is donating it annual Musical Instrument Award, donating new books or offering 
FAFSA Fest events, our focus is on the success of Rochester’s youth. Thank you for helping us 
enable more city students to know success – and to forge positive opportunities for 
themselves.  

Pat Braus                 Susan Kaufmann 
Pat Braus  Susan Kaufmann
Executive Director  Board Chairperson

250 Mill Street 
Rochester, NY 14614
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Every child deserves a great education.
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2016 Support & Revenue 

Total Support & Revenue: $462,141

2%

33%8%
9%

48%

Gifts, Grants & Contributions: $221,976
In-Kind Contributions: $40,240
Recognition Event: $38,577
Program Revenue: $150,655
Investment Income & Gains: $10,693

2016 Expenses 

Total Expenses: $467,941

6%9%

85%

Program Expenses: $399,098
Management & General: $41,600
Fund Raising: $27,243

Second Graders at School #23 Become Super Hero Readers 
Our Teacher’s Choice literacy program provides teachers with up to 
200 new books to be used in fun classroom projects. One project 
this year focused on being “super readers” and used high-interest 
books to build students’ excitement. 

Since launching Teacher’s Choice, we have supplied students and 
teachers with over 40,000 books!

2016 Financials

Net Assets- Beginning of year: $285,560, End of year: $279,760



Thank you to our major sponsors!
Champions of Learning: $10,000 and Up 

Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation 
Dr. Everett S. and Goldie S. Williams  

Educational Endowment Fund  
of the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 

ESL Charitable Foundation 
The Ruth M. Knight Foundation 

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.

Thank you to our sponsors!
Scholars 

$5,000 to $9,999
Jane Braus
Diana Marquis
Max & Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation
Rochester Area Community 
Foundation

Honor Roll
$2,500 to $4,999

Advantage Federal Credit Union
Arts in Education Fund, RACF
Constellation Brands
Hon. Jim Alesi
Marie C. & Joseph C. Wilson 
Foundation
Paychex Community 
Foundation
Richard T Bell Foundation
Tompkins Financial Advisors
Wegmans Food Markets

Top of the Class
$1,000 to $2,499

Lisa Alexander
Ames Amzalak Memorial Trust
ASAR
Diane & John Caselli
Edward & Margaret Cavalier
ESL Federal Credit Union
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
First Student
Five Star Bank
Steve Ford
Paul Goldberg
Harter Secrest & Emery
Elizabeth M. Konar
Allana & James Lazeroff
Daniel Lopez & Sofia Seifert
Daniel G & Nancy Loughran
M&T Charitable Foundation
Monroe Community College
Robert R. Neale
Oppenheimer Funds, Inc.
Barbara Kauffman Stokes
University of Rochester 
Eastman School of Music
Xerox
Juliann Zelazny

Standard Bearer
$500 to $999

Bergmann Associates
Nancy Braus & Rich Geidel
Paul Braus
Peter & Kaija Braus
Priscilla and Robert Brown
Bryant & Stratton
Frank T. & Susan V.R. Crego
Mark & Christine Fitzstevens

Charlene Goldblatt & 
Richard Szajewski
Suzanne Gouvernet
Charles & Linda Graves
Laurie Haelen
Hillside Work-Scholarship 
Connection
Betsy Naumburg & Carl Hoffman
Kathleen Brenneman Grants for 
Autism, RACF
Susan Kaufmann
LaBella Associates, P.C.
Edwin Lopez-Soto & Pat Braus
M&T Bank
Marone's East Ave. Auto
Nazareth College
Rochester Teachers Association
St. John Fisher College
SWBR Architects Charitable Fund
Hon. Michael A. Telesca
George Tsanis
Mary Worboys-Turner & 
Scott Turner

FRIENDS OF EDUCATION 
$250 TO $499

Mary Elizabeth Allston
Carol Aragon
Cheryl Breitenbuecher
Ruth P. Cahn
Kimberley Collins
Julie Cook
Carol Eisenberg
Lori Florack
Michael & Jennifer Hess
Susan & Bryan D. Hetherington
Kathryn J. & Theodore E. Nixon 
Family Foundation
Philip & Jane Lange
Richard Margolis & Sherry Phillips
Catherine Mazzotta & Ellen Yacknin
Stephany Moore
Kishan J. & Shree K. Pandya
Martin Presberg
State of New York
Gary and Sue Tebor
The Summit Federal Credit Union
Timothy Treahy
Heidi Zimmer-Meyer & Paul Meyer

STAR STUDENTS 
$100 TO $249

Mary Andrecolich-Montesano-Diaz
Julie Andrecolich-Diaz
Janice Beck
Karen & Fred Becker
Carolyn & Sam Bick
Anthony Bisbano
Valerie Bogart & Jerry Wein 
Karen Bradley
Dean & Steve Brown
Sally Bush
Romolo Celli & Elizabeth Forbes
Christ the Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church
Kevin Clar
The College at Brockport
Dr. Walter Cooper
Eileen Daly
Daniel S. DiClemente
Jeffrey P.  & Triscilla Difulvio
Dr. Eric M. Dreyfuss
Reuben Epstein & Jody Siegle
Lynne Feldman & Tony Suchman
Joan Gerrity
William & Ellen Gertzog
Mark R. & Cynthia Gianniny
Kathleen Gingerich
Anthony Green
Heveron & Company CPA's, PLLC
Patricia Hogenmiller & 
Michael Pallischeck
Sara M. Kelly

Ellen Kimbrough
Joan S. Kohout
Patrice Lancelot
Charles F. & Diana Lewis
Hilda Lopez
Monica Magaris
Brian & Patricia McCarthy
Geraldine McFadden
Mary Lou Medley
Diane Miller
Patrice Mitchell & Ed Doherty
Mike Nazar & Kate Callery
Kathy & Ted Nixon
Joseph T. & Nancy Pagano
Kathy Parrinello
Taylor & Mary Reed
Rochester Institute of Technology
Anne M. Rodgers
Jack A. & H. Elizabeth Schroeder
Thomas S. Smith
Bill & Carol Stokes-Cawley
Samuel O. & Mary Freund Tilton
Andrew Underwood
Kristin L. Wegman
Rodney Allen Young

Vincent Fazio Memorial Fund 
$100+
Robert & Dawn Beck
Richard G. Codding
Juan and Cynthia Gutierrez
Earl & Karen Ipsaro
George & Hania Powch
Richard J. & Mary Leo
Sharon Biegen & Brian Vandenberg
Robert Szwajkos

Algonquin Campership Fund
Scott Ensign Marks
New Energy Works of Rochester, 
Inc.

Wilson Outdoors Club Fund 
$100+
Algonquin Campership Fund
Lori Bryce & Roger Janezic
Barbara & Craig Densmore
Margaret Donaghy & 
Dara Donaghy Smith
Brendan & Patricia Gallivan
Sheryl A. Gilbert
Cheryl M. Koenig
Kari & Thomas LaMora
David & Nancy Liebert
The Market at I-Square
Scott Ensign Marks
Diana Marquis
Kathleen O'Neill & Liz Rich
Stuart T. Pearson
Jennifer Reisch & James Chapman 
Dora E. Schaible
Jeanine & Joseph Schroeder
Dawn Shumway
Timothy T. Sladden
Dr. Walter Cooper Fund $100+
V. Sumati Devadutt
One Step Closer Fund $100+
Edward & Maggie Cavalier
Diane & John Caselli
Kathleen Parrinello
In Honor of Nicholas James 
Brownrig (Wilson Outdoors 
Club)
Margaret Burchell
In Honor of Patricia Braus
Jane Braus
In Honor of Ed and Maggie 
Cavalier on Their 70th Birthdays
Jeanne M.R. Loysen

In Memory of Helen C. Cooper
Robert Cooper
In Memory of Thomas Erbland 
(Music)
Ann Germanow

In Honor of Nancy Forgue
DHS Cares
In Honor of Phyllis Lessner
Paul Taillie

In Honor of Joseph Levy
Leslie Levy

In Memory of Dennis J. McGuire
J. Kevin Best
Marjorie Case
Roger & Jane Greiten
Diane Hammar
Maria A Lezzer
John C. Lynd
Billie Sue McCauley
Ann Merz
Frank Meyer & Siobhan McGuire
Dorothy R. Pecoraro
William & Jean Schlageter
Mark Siwiec
Mary L. Sweeney

In Memory of Dennis Monroe 
(Music)
Tim & Cathleen Clancy

In Honor of Patrick Phillips 
(Wilson Outdoors Club)
Lindsay Phillips
In Memory of Andy Ryckaert
Ruth Marchetti
In Honor of Matthew Sherman
Julie Sherman

In Memory of Robert Slaughter
Judith & Cris Hoffman

In Memory of Charles Stokes, III
Heidi Zimmer-Meyer & Paul Meyer 

In Memory of Dorothy 
Tinklepaugh (Music)
Sally Mueller
Martha Ann Mueller
Paul & Joyce Galutia

In Honor of Marie Urzetta
P.E.O. Chapter C.J.

In Kind Donations
Accounting Services
Heveron & Co.
Jazz It Up!
Jimmie Highsmith Jr.
Bob Sneider
Web Services
Jim Kane
Jazz Fest
M&T Bank
Toast to REF
Tom Moughan
Lori Chociej
Steve Copeland
Vito Caricati
Greg Detwiler
FAFSA Fest
WDKX- A.P Communications
WROC-TV
Guest Bartending Event
Scotland Yard Pub

2016 Support & Revenue 

Total Support & Revenue: $462,141

2%

33%8%
9%

48%

Gifts, Grants & Contributions: $221,976
In-Kind Contributions: $40,240
Recognition Event: $38,577
Program Revenue: $150,655
Investment Income & Gains: $10,693

2016 Expenses 

Total Expenses: $467,941

6%9%

85%

Program Expenses: $399,098
Management & General: $41,600
Fund Raising: $27,243

Second Graders at School #23 Become Super Hero Readers 
Our Teacher’s Choice literacy program provides teachers with up to 
200 new books to be used in fun classroom projects. One project 
this year focused on being “super readers” and used high-interest 
books to build students’ excitement. 

Since launching Teacher’s Choice, we have supplied students and 
teachers with over 40,000 books!

2016 Financials

Net Assets- Beginning of year: $285,560, End of year: $279,760



Rochester 
Education 
Foundation

2016 in Review

Dear friends, 
What does it take to help a student succeed? That depends on the student. 

For Aliciana, it was a bassoon. Although she was talented enough to receive instruction at the 
Eastman Community Music School, Aliciana knew she needed her own instrument to play the 
bassoon in college – and to audition for that opportunity. REF was able to team up with donors 
in and out of Rochester to purchase a used bassoon for this talented student as she entered 
her senior year. Flash forward to late 2017, and Aliciana is headed to  
Crane school of Music at SUNY Potsdam -- with her bassoon.  

For James, success involved filling out the college financial aid form through one of REF’s 
special FAFSA Fest events, where we provide free help filling out the form.  

For Selam, it was getting the first book she ever owned through our Teachers’ Choice program 
– then reading it to her younger sister.  

Whether REF is donating it annual Musical Instrument Award, donating new books or offering 
FAFSA Fest events, our focus is on the success of Rochester’s youth. Thank you for helping us 
enable more city students to know success – and to forge positive opportunities for 
themselves.  

Pat Braus                 Susan Kaufmann 
Pat Braus  Susan Kaufmann
Executive Director  Board Chairperson

250 Mill Street 
Rochester, NY 14614

                                                                                                               Annual Report Enclosed  

Rochester 
Education 
Foundation2016 in Review

Every child deserves a great education.


